
cdgc, hls gClwfouS J11cntortng of young counsc.], his )0) ful sense of humouf, ]11:,

Jcnuinc thuuJh,fulncss tOll.lrd office st.lff He \1.lS the kind \lho Iiould all, .II'
U U I

cntef tht' uffice hockey pool, dlthough appafently nc'l tt luck) enough to 1\111 H,

Iiould ,11\1 ,ellS edt lunch with his ,'oJlcdgues-gl' ing fiSC to stofie's ,Ibout hi)

'IPFi,dling)'t£ ullL'h,JJlgllJg taste in sandll ich,'s But the' tfllt' function dnd e'tlel-t uf

th,Ec lunches lias tu build long ,wd dce'p ffi,'ndships .IS \le'll ,IS d fund of Ehrel,

stofies on ,dlJ1ost dny topic. He is f.1ll10US in th,lt lunchroolJ1 fur his e'nc) dOP'

dlc knu,\ledge of SUbJCClS uutside the b\\, ,md indeed outside' rhe l'Ull1mOn <'sp,'

ri,'llL',' of ll10st of rht' rest of us, A colleague' COJ11J11<'nts, "\Vh,'n BdI SJp.l propel

n,lll1e for sOJJ1t'rhmg, you nt'h'f knoll' if he"s referring tu ,I recent Supreme' ('(nne

uf CJndda cast' or thc' lJ1usr fecent Nonl t'gian indq1Cndent filll1 pl.lying at th,'

C ineJJ1J tC'lue,"

I rt'seJ"l't' tu the' end of tillS notl' the truly impofLlnt }1t'opl,'-Btll',)

f'lInil), They Jrl' his d'll/ghttt, TILl, ,llld ht'f pJrtnl'l', Pdtflek, his gLll1d,-Llught'f,

Sall1.mtha, ,md most uf .Ill hIS partntT sinct' tht' early !l)81)S, Dunna, DUIl11d

[caches thcllrf \I ith grf.lt skill and enthusiasJJ1 ,ll J\1.lg<'t' Se'co11d,lry Sclwol, .lId

it IS d nkt' l-OJJ1l11fntary on BdI's lift' ro kn'lll rhat ht' ,md Donn.1 111l't II he'n rl1<')

II t'IY both LIking p,lrt in a pro,Jucti,ln \)f nng,idooll b) the ere,Her Vancouver

lJPl'LHIC S'JCie'tj'- DomLl, ever the' the'dtric,d critic, re'c.dls th" pnforll1'll1ce itst,jf

\\lth SOme' chagrllJ, but he'r ll\1 n perfofm,ll1ct' cle.Hly slwne, ,I' she h,I" Ikcn (e'11

trd] to Bill's lifL' t'ln since,

Bi]1 ILlS Iwen one of BritIsh Columbl,l'S tinest appelLHe b.lrri.,rl'rs, ,md rhos.

II ho h,IIL' bCL'1l luck, t'nou\2.h to h,ll'e \\,ol-k"d Illth him .Ire COlli !l1(cd rh,1[ hc \\ill
I u

JJl.lkt' ,m c'judll) imprt'ssill' lJurk .IS ,I judgc, 'vVe II III miss him, blJ[ \1 l \\Ish him

grt,J[ succ,'ss .IlJd S,ltisf.!ctlon ilJ his ne'\\ C.lfeL't',

The Honollrable Ml: jllstice Lallce W Bernard

\Vh,ll (,]11 Oil" Sd) ,lbollt .I Illdll II Ill) IS (rc'ejut'nrlr 1llJ..,

Llkell for H,IITISLllJ lord? A m.m II hu, ,IS hI" Jail schuu]

civil lit IHO( ub.,en,'d, has a lJ.llllt"rlght llU[ \l( ,I lLlr

]eLluin nJlll.IIKl'''? A man II hLl has Iud d st,'lldr C,lre',r a~

d Crull 11 COUJJs<'], prOst'cutlJ1g sum,' el( theo hlgh".,t-pf,l

till' c,lses in fe(e'1l1 histofY, dlJd II ho hds hdd .1 I'lrief) of

ch.dI"llgmg pusts for the Croll 11) A m,ln of II hom hIS

h,lrshcst critics can onl)' s,n' "HL'''' ,dlne,ic to C,llS'"
J U

011 August 2 I , 21)()), ill Nell Vv'eslmlllster, Lance \\1 Hemard II as SII llrn ill ,IS

d Justice of the' Supf,'mc Coun of British ColumblJ, LdJh-l' IS Olle' uf thOSe' rJre

illJilJdlLds \\ho Cdll ClJIl11 to be' an origll1.ll inhabltJnt Llf VancuuVtr; he lias borll
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here 48 leus ,1 go ;md ha s Iil cd In the CIt) elen Sillce gr;lc! ua t Ing from Ene H;llll

kr HIgh Sehoul ;Ind the Uf3C F;lClrlties uf Comll1Ct"ce ;Ind L;l\\ He ;lrticled II Ith

1\ Ie Fa rbnc. Pe arkc 5 0: Co.. 11;15 c11led to the 10,1 r in I l) 1\ I and Il11med i;! te 11 ,1 hu
II ard loimd the Croll n II here he rCl11aincd until his ;lr}'ointl11ent

One of Llllces finest attributes 15 his ;lbilltl to n1.lIn(;11n;1 sense oCb,dance md

l'uspcetl'c His highl i· pragm;itlc ;l~'f'roach ILlS e"dent (,irk Oil, in LIII school.

II hen he cltTful1l ;In,dlJ:cd the amount or tunc and effort rfeluired co cLlck the

wf' Itl lise and concluded th;l£ It 11;15 jusr lwt lIorth the s.lcrificc !n<;le.ld. he

('!,ted f'";1 b,d;lnccd 11('e .Ind m;iinLiincd rcsf'eeL,hle n1.lrks IIhile enlujing .1n

,1((111 ;Ind eclectiC socLI! life \Vhen not in cl.15se5 or III the libr.!n. he (,rten eould

he found .It;1I1 ;Irt g;llleri at;l the,ltrlc,1 or mUSIcal elTnt rl.,,·ing sflu;ish (lr lIith

,I h,lg of Lec's cl1Ocohies In hand. IIlndml shopping .ll1d gra7ing his II ,II up .Ind

dOli n I (lth '\\C11l1e

[luring unil cro;lti', in the 5lUllT11ero;, Llilce lIorked as ,I (;1";1\' Line bus drilcr He

15 f'n,b;d,lj' the onl" f'CI'son IIho h,n'ing ll1i""cd lhe HOlscslwe [',,1i e'.lt sllccess

fulli nl.lde ,1 U-turn in;1 I'assenger bus on the Sc.i-co-Skl Higl1\L1i He ClI',inded

1115 geogr;ll,hical knoll ledge or the l'IoI'ince after ;iCllulring the \'ictori;l ;Ind

Ft'aser \';ll1e\' runs and much to the surprise of reguhr f'assengers, touk Ihl'l11 on

(oules hitherto unknolln to thelll or the bus COl11panl. f-{Cl\\flcr. lI,lteh1l1g thl'

l(nfll11ili;lr cOlultrpide blur f';,st thl'lTl, hiS p;isscngcrs rresullled hc knell II hat he

11,15 doing and he forged ,dle.ld, uncl1.dlcnged II ith hiS cllaracteristlc al,lolllb ;lnd

cOlllidcllce. There Ill;l\' he nHlmellts ofbll~ dri,ing {!rill \'1( for Lillce In the ll1pnths

,he .Id

Although LlIlcc held ~1 Illllnbcr of ,idmlnlstLltil'e ppSitlons al CrPII n. includ

Ing !\dmlnisrr;ltilC Crrl\\ n Counsel ;It Famill Cout'[, ;Ind Dq'ut, Regional

('rPIIIl. his grc;lt ~'assioll is (or the cOllrtroom. ;lnd It lias there he demonstrated

Ilis f'rOI\es~ ;1" ;\ tri;d Ll\\\Tr He f'rosecLited "orne PI' British Co!uTTlbi;! s most

highh' publicized ;lIld sensitil'e cas(s, including the l'I'll-life supporters ,J( the

;Jhorrioll clinics ror cpntel11f't o( court, miehl ife Clolla Len];!1 fpr crimin;d neg

ligence cau5mg de,ah. the Starbucks case. in I\hich the l11all;lgcr 11;15 krllcd lor the

husb;lI1d or ,1 store eTTl~,lpree and onc of the longest trlab in Canadi;ln histol'\.

lhe }'rosecutIPns allSlng out of the Gustafsen Lakc incident.

\Vhell ;lIlalrzing Lancc's skill as a l'tig;\tor, cpJlcagucs fre\luenrli rerer tp hl5

Ibilltl, to hone a case to its b,lre cssentials. deal II ith l11atters in a },r;I((icaL COI11

Inonsense rnanncr and. although e!O\lUCJlL to usc p!.Jin langu;lge, free of rhetoric

T'hC\' also Orrell lTlentlon hiS "ilIlngncss to pro"de guidance to others and the

\!cJlcrosit\' lIith II hich he madc time to listen and adl ise. des~,ite the ehallengcs

"I' hIS 0\\ II lIorkload.

In 199 I. II hen Lance lias appOinted Dq'uli Regional ero\I n Coul1<;el for rhe

\ ';lncoulu Region. his opell-door poliCl' 11;15 at !-irst regarded II ith sornc skc~,ti

,ISTTl bl those II flO didn't knOll him II ell-but thfl soon learned that he "'a,,

,·111,115 "riling to share hIS lIisdom or just hale a gopd hugh Onc iDling ~'roS(

,utor at the time ohscned that Lance had a llcJUntmg reput;Hioll. 50 she II dO;

c,OTlle" hdt Intimidated hi' thIS I'en tall. e1eg;mt. immaculateh dressed and
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groomed mdn in rht' Lugc bco,wrifull) furnished cOflwr office Rur rhdt didn'r last

long "

Lance Ius lXfn descrdxd dS l-d]m Jnd un tLJppa bJc. , ,]uaJitlcs rklt hell c I11Jde him

,I highl) effectl\ e b,lrrist,'r 11,j::> II ellj', dll c,ftici,'nr ,lnd dpprodclublc ddministra

ror He rab's ,dl problt'ms III stride, Soon ,Iftt'r he II dS Jppolllrl'd courdll1dtor uf

tht' Cdng Prosecution Ullit, tht' l1t'ighbours in the hOUSe' besIde him II erc'

'luil.l.ing him on the dangers of the position ,Ind dskt'd him if he II dsn't II urried

,lbollr pason,1! s,lfer), H,' replied thar h,' II JSll'r in rht' It'asr bit concnllL'd, sin,-,'

gdng llll'l11b,'rs .Ire noturiulIsll' poor ::>huts Thl') lIsll,dl) miss their Llrgds, he

s,lid, "dnd hir rhe house next door"

Not ,mll' h,ls Ldn,-c been ,] ml'llrOr to hIS J'll1ior collc',lgut'S, Ill' h,ls conrributcd

nLlll) hours of 1115 OIl Il tinlt' rll the kgal pruft'ssjon, Ht' II.IS ,I pupuLlr gucst

in,tru,-ror ,j( PLTC, ILlS p,lrticlp,It,'d in IlUnll'rIHIS CLE ,-uurs,'s, II ,IS ,I gucst

InslrLldor ,It UBC: Faul!ty of LIII and 1I,ls .1 111 ,'111 bel' Ilf rhC ,lthisory comJl1ltt,','

tu the Pnl\lll,-i,d judi,-i.d Coullcd, rl't-,'nrly stc'pping dUlln .Iftel' rhrec )C,lrs .IS its

l- h.ll l'

LlIJt-t' tuok oler ,I'> I )t'l)ut)' Rc',)IOlldl Croll n Cuunsd ill t-h,H')c uf 222 J\1.111lr v v
Srrc'c't ,It ,I tl'llubll,d tlllIt', ,lId ill tht' cnsulllg [1111 .md ,] !Ldf )l'arS he h,ls ill1pl,'-

nll'llt"d impnwcmt'Jlts thdt r,'sll!tl'd in gl'l'.Hl'r IH,lLT .lIJd c.lll11, t'll)LlIJt-"d it" ,JII

l-I,'nC) ,llld bu,)stc,d sr.tl'f mULde, Ap.lrl frum th,' signifit'al1f pr')Ct'duLd ,mJ sub

sl,llltl\,' ,-h,lI1g"s for "hl,-h hc' II,IS rnponsibk, tllll' of his inllOl',ltillllS IS srill

r.db'J .lbl)[1[ IIlth ml.\l'J .ldmir,ltlull ,lnJ dlsbellt'{ LJlIC,' ,-Ul11bll1l'd his till,' t') C fUf

dCCI1LItiull and .l/'t, .llId hIS skill JS ll!1e Ilhl) ,-,111 str,'tch ,I do]Llr to its mOst ,'k
,),111t l'lld, \I he'll he' ckciclc-d ru Llisl' 1110Ld" bl I111 nrlll In,) the' dLlb J\1.lill Strt"'[
~ j r v
offic,'s, In \'idori,l, 11Il CrUII'll bllsilless, h" k,ll'llt'cJ uf ,I \ ,Isr ,llllllllllt uf .Irtl\ ufk

JllulIld''flllg ill the' Prll\ IllCLd Ar,-hll c'S, ,me! r1uuugh lIllelis,-lus,,] II h"llng ,mc1
cL' ,d iII g, he' 1l1.1!1.J g",I tU ub U III Sc'l t' LI I uf I he Sl' pI c'Cc' S ru ILm g Ull rh" II .111 S .It .2 2 2

J\LlIll, LltcT, Ijsi[llI's IItTt' ,I::>rulllslh,d tu tllld ,] C;Urd\lll Smith p,ll!](lllg III the' \lait

illg ruum dlh~ ,I J.lt-k Sh,dhulr lript) ,-It gLIClllg th,' bu.lrc1ruuJll

LInt',' h.ls .1l1 urigilul lllfn Il( mille! cllld Is \1,,11 kllU\11l fur 11I~ ,]uirk), u(/1),',11

~,'ns,' \Jf II 1I1ll,1l1 I'. Ht' kls US"'~ this, II ith gr,,,J[ ,'f(,'c[, tu d"fus,' [l'IlSlllll, r,',ll1c,'

strt'ss ,mel f,lisc' Ilnic,' "l)lrll,,, At J\l.lill Srr,'ft he Issllfd ,] dirf,-rllc cclllllN fur .1r 0

'JlI,lnnl) oftl,-c' p.Ht) ,me! urg,llli/l'e! rhl' Ilr,t un,', [he' jlnu,]r)' BllI"s H.Jsh, 11IlIISt'!(

H,' II as ,] k,) t}rche'stLlIlJr uf, ,lll,l p,]rri"pclill In, unicc' c"lcbLHlull'>, .lIl,] ::>urf,']

in llllllll'ruu::> skits, lllusr llUl.lbl)' tlte Illf.lll1UUS 'Full J\111Ill)" His f.1\1)([ri[,' C,lI'

tUOll IS Ih .. j.1I' Sd.. , .mel he h,ls ::>tdl lJl)[ r,'cUI\'ft'c! (rulll (;11'1 Llrsull's retlr,'-,
Ill"j][--"drh llllgh 1l1.1I1) pt'uple' susp,ct rlLIl LlllCe' JClll.dJ)' /i (j,lf) LJr,ulJ

HI, ,-r,',nlllrl ,mel illr"III')"lKl' fuulJel SCI)])e' nllt onll in cr.JfrilN tint,1I r,'.Jsol1t'd
I b r j 0 i

,mel II ,'II-,Jrgll,'J pruse'-litlullS hur 111 hi., p,rsoll.J] })[JrsuIlS H,' is ,Ill ,llid .I11c! dls-

,-,'rtlmg .Irt collc',-lOr ,1I1,11l111si,- 1\11 ,'I' ,md h.IS d tin" se'nse' u( sf)']t>, buth In drc'ss

.mJ d,'cor. 0, l'l' rh" IdS r f,' II I e' ,us, L1I1 ce 11.1 s rLlll., (IH lllc,d rh,' ill [,' rior I1( hi",
hulhc from .J 1,'1'1' LlIe'J"Jnt, ,db,'ir urdillJrI r,,::>ic!,'llce, [llOIl,' uf Ulll'll1"lless, ,-Ulll-

• j J j

(ort ,md be,lur), ,dl the' mol',' I"'llurkdble [XC.HI'll' 11l,lJ1) uf rh,' ren,)I,HIOns h,11 C

bl't'll JUlle' b) LdllCt' himsc'lf--rholigh of[cn llor II ithullt somc rnbul.ltlUllS, His
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1111151np llist before beginllillg hi5 nlo<;t recent Iand fr.llIght I rroICft--"Holl

1(111g Crill It take' Hem hard (';111 it bc: "~Il1[ght for ;111\'Olle else h;1\ C serled as an
l ,,,t,1ph,

L,I11fC h.15 .111 in5;ltl.lblc curiosltl ..md this cluestioning and C1U(<;tillg is al'I';lr

(I't III ;dl ;151'eft5 of his life H( tr,1\ c15 ;lbro.\d frccluentl; and u5u.l11; eornC5 b,lck

II II h 5tcllics of ,Ilhclltllle tlLlt his friends .He h'!f'I'; to ('\'1'( I'icncc I ic,lriou5h H,
1,,15 b(( 115ft lIl'oll b" bandits III the l\L!s;lI I\L!LI..1 tL1\cl coml';111ion lIas 1,lilcd for

,I II uk III 11';111 before b(lllg ;dloll cd to 1(;II'c thc eOl1l1trl' ,m 01'CLl dll';\ cllterLllllcd

1,1111 in her NCII York ;1j'.1 rt 111 ell t. he ILlS hiked Into rClllotc ;lr(,IS of thc 1';11' LI<;[

11,lndered dOlln the 5tt'fel5 or n]()st nLljOr Lurol'C111 citics ,'lld h,'5 CICll tLll'fllcd

11,1' 1';lckro.ld 1'[(1111 BUl'1l5 ["Ike tel HC1U5tllll

[l1lit.ltillllS tel L.lIlce·s dillner 1';lrtles ;He co\('ud 1\ gue<;t j, ;\ssund ;111 C\'(lllI5

IllI" !'ITI';lrcd m(;,J ;\nd dlllmr C0Il11,.lllio1l5 II hose l'rofc55iol1s ,md [l1lcn'<;[5 SI';111

l'lI5[ne<;<; the ,1115, hll ;lIld ;\c.ldemi'l And. of cour5C there i5 alll;1\ 5.111 ;Ibulldallcc

"I' !.Iuohtcr
'"l')\Cr ,llld abOlc hi5 5kill ;15 ;\ !.III Fr ;IIH~ hl5 cultilation 01',1 In}ri;ld of dlnr',-

lilt Cl'C 5I.' Lancc '5 m05t ;,dll1iLlble ,]uallt)' is hi5 cll'acltl' to form del'l' ;1I1d clldur

Ing fricnd5h'1'5 I\L111} of thc5e friclldshil's II ere e5l;lblishcd In high 5cl](lo! ;md

l'l1il('\'Sltl',bp As he has agcd. illstead or naIT()11 ing. his circle of friends. ;15 oth

ers tend to do, Lmcc kcel's ;Iddlllg He klllJ\IS 1l10rc I'col'lc rll;m ,1 I'olltici;m. and

It is rarc th.lt one ;Htends a ,,'ci;d or cultural c\'('nt II ith him II here hc docsn't run

into ;11 lcast ;1 ffll fricnds Alld rClll.lrbblv. 111,1Il\' of the l'col'le 111](l knOll him

don't consider Lancc to bc just .1 friclld. but onc or' thclr !'e<;t. It is hIS constder

,ltlO!l for others. hi5 del'l' IO\';llt\', hiS discretion. hl5 lOll' of fUll and hIS II illlng

I1fSS to Ill.lke lIght of his O\ln fOibles ;lnd occlSlon.l! g,lff~'s that make I'eople cher

Ish his friendshil' In ,1 criSiS, his friends knOll rlut Lance cm alll;ll's be rel[ed

l'1'on to lcnd hell' and C11COUrrigetllent.
A fim ,lhilitl' in the 1.1\\ is l,jLl! to the making ,1 good j·lIdoe. HOIIClcr. .1 Sfn~(

j L L t:'

c,f'lllIl1Llnlt; a kno,dedge of the II IdeI'll orld. ;111 insat[able curio~itl' and being ,1

f~ood ;1l1d cl1'ing person add immc1Surabl)' to the Illi \ L1l1ce has ;III of these (lU,d

ili"s in abundance. and his friends alld colleagues knOll that he Ildl put the III to

good lise jn his nell life on the bcnch. \\'e celebtate his appointment.
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Note
Lance Bernard's loyalty and deep freindship transcended on the bench to his classmate and friend R. Keith Oliver, when he overturned the entered Order of Crawford J in order to pass a direct benefit of Oliver and CIBC.

The foreclosure scam was sealed by Bernard J. 


