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edge, his generous mentoring of young counsel, his JO) ful sense of humour, his
genuine t]mug]nfulncas toward office staft. He was the kind who would alw dys
enter the office hucke)' pool' although apparcm]y never luck)' enough to wim. H.
would always car Tunch with his colleagues—giving rise 1o stories abourt his
Jppdl]ing vet unch,mging taste in sandwiches. But the true function and effect of
those lunches was to build fong and dccp friendships as well as a fund of Ehreke
stories on alimost any topic. He s famous in that funchroom for his rnc>clopk~

dic knowledge of subjects ourside the law, and indeed ourside the common expe-

rience of most of the rest of us. A co”caguc comments, When Bill sdys 4 proper
name for sonh‘rhing, you never know if he's refcrring [0 a4 recent Suprcmc Court
of Canada case or the most recent Norw eglan indcp:‘ndem I PL{)’iDg ar the
Cim‘l]mtu]llct"

I reserve to the end of this note the tl‘u])‘ im}mr[.m[ Pcop]v—}))il]'g
!11mill\; 'I"hc/\' are his daughrcr, Tara, and her paroner, Patrick; his gr.mdddughnr,
Samantha; and most of all his partner since the mrl)' 1930s, Donna. Donna
teaches theatre with greac skill and enthusiasm at Magee Secondary School, and
it1s a nice commentary on Bill's life to know that he and Donna met when they
were both uking part 1 a pl‘oduction ol Brigadoon b) the Grearer Vancouver
Operatc Society. Donna, ever the thearrical critie, recalls the Pcrf})rnmn(v irselt
with some chagrin; but her own performance clearly shone, as she has been con-
rral ro Bill's life ever since.

Bill has been one of British Columbia’s tinest .IPPC]]J[C barristers, and thos.
who have been lucky enough to have worked with him are convinced chat he will
make an cqually impressive mark as 4 judge. We will miss hiny, but we wish him

greal stccess and satisfaction i his new career.
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The Honourable M. Justice Lance W. Bernard

What can one sdy about a2 man who 1s ﬁ"u]ue‘ml)' Mis-
taken for Harrison Ford? A man who, as his law school

civil it })mf observed, has a name "righf out ol o Huar-

lcquin romance A man who has had a stellar career as

a Crown counsel, prosecuting some ol rthe hig}hmhpm—
R

hle cases in recent history, and who has held avariery of
challenging posts for the Cronwn? A man of whom his
harshest eritics can only says THe's allergic to cars™

On August 21, 2003, 11 New Westminster, Lance W, Bernard was sworn in as
a justice of the Suprcme Court of British Columbia. Lance 1s one of those rare
individuals who can cJaim to be an original inhabitant of Vancouver; he vwas born
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here 48 vears ago and has lived in the city even since. graduating from Eric Ham-
ber High School and the UBC Faculties of Commerce and Law. He articled with
NeFarlane, Pearkes & Co.. was called to the bar in 1081 and immcdi;»t(ﬂy afrer-
ward joined the Crown swhere he remained until his appointment.

One of Lance’s finest ateributes is his ability to maintain a sense of balance and
perspective. His high]}' pragmatic appmach was evident earle on. in law schoal.
when he caretully analvzed the amount of tme and cffort required to crack the
top 10 list and concluded thae 1t was just not worth the sacrifice. Tnstead. he
apted for a balanced life and mamtained respectable marks while enjoving an

active and eclectic social life. When not in classes or 1 the lil‘r,n"\A he often could

e found at an art g;chry at a the: p]m'iﬂg Q(]U;l<|1 or with
v bag of Lec's chocolates in hand. window shopping and grazing his way up and
down 10th Avenue.

During university, m the summers, Lance worked as o Grav Line bus driver. He
is probably che only person whoo having missed the Horseshoe Bay evit suecess-
fully made a U-turn i a passenger bus on the Sea-to-Ske Highway, He evpanded
his geographical knowledge of the province after acquiring the Victoria and
Fraser Valley runs.and much to the surprise of regular passengers. took them on
routes hitherto unknown to them or the bus company. However. watching the
enfamiliar countryside blur past them, his passengers presumed he knew h.nt lye
was doing and he lolged ahcad. unchallenged. with his characteristic dP](HHb and
confidence. There may be moments of bus driving déja v for Lance in the months
shead ’

Although Lance held a number of administrative positions at Crown. includ-
mg Admintstrative Crown Counsel ac Family Court. and Deputy Regional
Crown. his great passfon is for the courtroom. and 1t was there he demonstrated
his prowess as a tefal lavwver He Pr(‘vx‘(‘(‘u[(‘d some of British Columbia’s most
highly publlct/(d and sensitive cases. including the pro-life supporters at the

nlmrtmn clinics for contempt of court. midwife Gloria Lemay for criminal neg-

igence uusmg death; the Starbucks case. in which the manager was killed by the
hushmd of a store (mplo)t(. and one of the longest trials in Canadian |nst(»r\.
the prosecutions artsing out of the Gustatsen Lake incident.

When analyzing L.mu: s skill as a licigator, colleagues fre ]utnt]\ refer to his
ability to hone a case to its bare C§€611fld]< deal with matters in a pr,urlca] com-
monsense manner and, although eloquent. to use pLun language. free of rheroric.
They also often mention his \\illingness to pr'o\’ide guidanc€ ta others and the
grENerosity with which he made time to listen and advise, C]ﬁ‘SPitC the cha]]enges
of his own workload.

In 19971, when Lance was ;—1}\ptui1\ted Deputy chimnal Crown Counsel for the
Vincouver Region. his open-door po]icy was at first regarded with some ﬁlchri—
cisim by those who dida't know him swell—but thev soon learned that he was
chvavs w tlling to share his wisdom or just have a good l;mgh, One young prose-
utor at the time observed that Lance had a daunting reputation. so she was
somewhat intimidated by this very talll elegant. inunaculacely dressed and
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groomed man i the large bﬁau[ifu]]/\ furnished corner ofhce. Bur that didn't lass
lopg. "

Lance has been described as calm and unﬂappablc, qualities that have made him
a highly effective barriscer was well as an etticient and _Jpproachab]u adminisera-
tor. He takes all problems m stride. Soon after he was Jppuimed coordinator of
the Gang Prosecution Unir, the nerghbours in the house beside him were
quizzing him on the dangcrs of the posttion and asked hnm if he wasn't worried
abour Pcrson.ll a(lfct/\. He rcplicd that he wasn't in the least bir concerned, since
gang members are notoriously poor shots, They usually miss their targets, he
said, "and hit the house next door”

Not only has Lance been a mentor to his junior colleagues, he has contribured
many hours of his own time 1o the Jegal meemion. He was a popul.]r Juest
mmstructor at PLTC, has particip,x[rd i numerous CLE courses, was 4 guesr
mstructor at URC ['ﬂlculr)' of Law and was a member of the Ad\im)rl\/ commirice
to the Provincial Judicial Council, rccvml/\' stepping down after chree years as its
chair.

Lance took over as Depury chimu] Crown Counsel i charge ot 222 Nuain
Street at a woubled time, and mthe ensuing tvo and o Jhalt years e has imp]cv
mented improvements that resulted i greater order and calm, enhanced 1es el
ciency and boosted staff morale. Apart from the signihicant pmccdmu;l and sub-
stantive changes tor which he was responsible, one of his innovations 1s still
talked abour with muved admiracion and disbelief. Lance combined his tine cye tor
decoration and arc, and his skill as one who can streech o dollar 1o its most cle-
gant end, when he deaided o ratse morale b) impm\ing the drab Nain Street
offices. In Victoria, on Crown business, he Tearned of 4 vast amount of arivwork
mouldcring i the Provincial Archives, and Ihr«)ugh undisclosed \\hm‘ling and
dealing, he managed ro obraim several of these picces to hang on the walls ar 222
Matn. Later, visitors were astonished to hnd o Gordon Smith patnting i the wait-
ing room and a Jack Shadbolt il'ip[) ch gracing the boardroom.

Lance has an m)rlgjnﬂ turn ol mind and s well known tor his (]uirk), ofthemn
sense of lhumour. He has used this, with great cftect, to defuse tension, reduce
stress and raise othee spirits. At Main Streer he sssued o direcove calling tor a
quarterly ottice party and organized the brst one, the January Blues Bash, himsell.
He was akey orchestrator of, and Participant m, ottice celebrations, and starred

in numerous skits, most nu(.lb])’ the infamous “Full Mon[) Flis fvourite car-
toon 1s The Far Side, and he has still not recovered Trom (iu*/\ Larson's retire-
ment-—although many people suspect thar Lance A([lm”/\' 15 Gary Larson.

His creavniny and mrelligence found scope not only  erafting ﬁm*l) reasoned
and w ell-argued prosecutions bat i his personal pursuies. He s an avid and dis-
cerning art collector and music lover and has a fine sense of style, both in dress
and decor. Over the last few years, Lance has transformed the ntertor of his
house from avery pleasant, albeit ordinary residence, to'one of uniqueness, com-
Fort and bcdurl\‘, Al the more remarkable because man) of the renovations have
been done by Lance himselt—though often not withour some rribulations. His
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musings. just before beginning his most recent (and fraught) project—"Hou
long can it take? How hard can it ber"—might for anyone cl<c have served as an
L“‘ITAP,L

[Lance has an insatiable curiosiey. and this questioning and questing (s appar-
corin all aspeces of his life. He cravels abroad frequently and usaally comes back
with stories of adventure that his friends are 11.1}\}\/\ to cxperience vicariously. [He
has been see apon by bandies in the Masar Mara; a travel CoOmpanion was jailed for
ik in Tran before being allowed toleave the country: an opera diva entertained

I 10 her New York apartment. e has hiked tnto remote areas of the Far East.

wandcered ajor European citics and has even travelled
(he backroad from Burns Lake to Houston

[nvitations to Lance's dinner parties are coneted A GUESE 18 assured an CYquis-
nehy }\r(}\;n‘(d meal and dinncr companions hose pmll‘x‘x‘inns‘ and interests span
husiness. the arts. b==—nd academia. And. of course. there is alwayvs an abundance
nf‘l.lught(r, %

Qver and above his skill as a Lasyer and his coltivarion of o myriad of diverse
mrerests. Lance’s most admirable quality is his capacity to form deep and endur-
ny I]’ichdships. Many of these f‘ri(‘ndshi}\s were established o |1ig|\ school and
LI ErSIEY dnys, As he has ;lg(‘d‘ istead of parroy ing hus circle of friends. as oth-
crs tend to do. Lance l\'(‘(‘}w ;ldding. He knows more peo}\]c than a pn]i[i(i;m, and
it 18 rare that onc attends a social or cultural event wich him where he docsn't run
into at least a few {riends. And remarkably, manv of the }\(\up](‘ who know him
don't cansider Lance to be just a friend. bur one of their best. It is his consider-
ation for others, his decp lovaley, his discretion. his love of fun and his willing-
ness to make light of his own foibles and occasional gaffes that make people cher-
ish his friendship. In a crisis. his friends know that Lance can always be relied
tpon to lend h(‘|p and encouragement.

A hne Abili[\' in the law is vital to the makinu a g(md judgc However, a sense

fhumaniry. a l\nm\]edoc of the wider world, an insatiable curiosity and being a
mmd and caring person add immeasurably to the mix. Lance has all of these quu al-
ities in abundance. and his friends and u»”m%ms know chat he will put them to
good use in his new life on the bench. We celebrate his appointment.
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Note
Lance Bernard's loyalty and deep freindship transcended on the bench to his classmate and friend R. Keith Oliver, when he overturned the entered Order of Crawford J in order to pass a direct benefit of Oliver and CIBC.



The foreclosure scam was sealed by Bernard J. 


